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Cambridge exams – First (FCE), Advanced (CAE) and Proficiency (CPE)
Welcome to PSP! 

During your induction, your PSP teacher will show you some of the resources available, but there are many more.  Over the next two weeks, make it your aim to try at least 7 of these resources.
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· BBC News - Home  
· Learning English - News about Britain
· Learning English - 6 Minute English 

· Learning English - Words in the News
· Learning English - News English Extra
Phones apps from Google Play or Apple - the App Store could help you learn, search for Cambridge First/Advanced/Proficiency.  
Ask your teacher if you need advice, and remember to check which apps are free!

Dictionaries:  Try not to use translation websites or bilingual dictionaries; you will understand more about how to use the word by checking an English language dictionary, as these dictionaries will also give you common expressions and collocations using the word – try to record all the details, not just the meaning.  You can always look at the translation after to confirm it!  
· www.macmillandictionary.com/ 

· www.oald8.com
Exam websites:  There are many websites devoted to exam preparation, check us out on pinterest to find more!  Here are a couple of the best to start with:
· www.flo-joe.co.uk – this site covers all the Cambridge exams, just select the one you are working towards.  The Word Bank is particularly useful, with a new phrasal verb, collocation and word family every day to help you with the Use of English papers.  

· www.splendid-speaking.com/ - this site focuses on the speaking exams but there’s a daily vocab quiz too, and weekly speaking tasks which you can hear other students completing and practice yourself.   
· NetLanguages – this site can only be used in school, but has lots of FCE practice tests, and also writing preparation which you can use for practice of First and Advanced.  You will also find lots of general exercises to improve your grammar, vocab, listening, reading, pronunciation and more.

· IHCampus – also has lots of practice tests for FCE, CAE and CPE, just do a “word and phrase” search.  Or try the exercises on grammar, vocab, listening, reading, pronunciation, etc.
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Exam books:  
There are also many exam books to help you, including lots of practice papers which your teachers will copy for you.  There are many other books you can study from too, just ask a teacher or look on the exam shelf (remember, you can’t take them home, but teachers will make photocopies of anything you need).  
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The Information for Candidates books from Cambridge are useful for answering questions about the exam papers and procedures.  
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The ‘Cambridge English Vocabulary/Grammar for…’ books and ‘Check your Vocabulary’ all deal with the most common language for the exams.
· The ‘Common Mistakes’ books are excellent for checking the grammar and vocabulary that students have the most problems with at these levels.
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· Course books – we have lots of course books which you can use.  Some of them are better to use in a pair or group, which you’re welcome to do in PSP.  
There’s lots more that you can do to prepare for your exam, like doing some speaking practice with a teacher.  Before you try to do a complete test though, watch a video of other candidates takaing the test so you know what to expect.  You can watch the First here, the Advanced here, and the Proficiency here.
Don’t forget about general English – doing lots of practice papers will help you, but you need variety to improve your overall language level, so try to use other resources too.    

Sometimes it’s hard to know what to do with all these things, so remember you can always ask a teacher for advice.  
One good idea is to study with another student who’s preparing for the same exam – you can help each other, practise your speaking, and keep each other motivated.  PSP can be a sociable place to study, so get together!
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